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At a May 20 Senate hearing, US Agency for International Development (AID) director Alan Woods
and task force director Ted Morse defended the agency's latest plan for sending cash to the contras
inside Nicaragua and in Miami for food purchases. (Estimated monthly disbursements under this
plan are $450,000.) Next, Woods asserted that AID would be willing to deliver assistance (food,
medical supplies, clothing) to the contras through the Pan-American Development Foundation
if both the Nicaraguan government and the contras were agreeable. This delivery route was
suggested by Organization of American States Secretary General Joao Baena Soares. During
a visit in Washington last week, Nicaraguan Vice President Sergio Ramirez told Baena Soares
and US government officials that Managua was flexible on the issue of identifying the means of
delivering humanitarian aid to the contras inside Nicaraguan ceasefire zones. After much prodding
by certain members of Congress, last week AID finally authorized disbursement of $10 million
earmarked by Congress for the Verification Commission established March 23 in Sapoa, Nicaragua.
Of this amount, $8 million are to be received by the OAS for staffing missions charged with on-
site observation of ceasefire activities, and equipment purchases. The remaining $2 million are
earmarked for national reconciliation activities headed by Nicaraguan Cardinal Miguel Obando
y Bravo. Last week, Rep. Leon Panetta (D-Calif.) announced he will introduce a resolution of
inquiry on May 24 or May 25. The inquiry would require the release of all documents related to
AID's administration of the congressional aid package for the contras, Nicaraguan children, and
verification efforts approved in March. As of May 20, the resolution had 32 co-sponsors. (Basic data
from 05/20/88 bulletin, Nicaragua Network, Washington, DC)
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